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ABSTRACT 

The Kalimantan region, situated within the Indonesian part of Borneo Island, has a rich history 

intertwined with migration. Over the centuries, it has attracted diverse populations seeking 

livelihoods, cultural exchanges, and economic opportunities. However, recent decades have 

witnessed significant shifts in migration patterns driven by urbanization, industrialization, and 

environmental changes. This research explores the impact of migration on the social and economic 

structures of Kalimantan, employing a mixed-methods approach. Quantitative analysis reveals a 
positive association between migration and both social change and economic structure, indicating 

the potential benefits of migration for fostering diversity, cultural integration, and economic 

development. Nonetheless, context-specific policies are essential to address challenges such as 

infrastructure development and social cohesion. While this study provides valuable insights, further 

qualitative research is needed to comprehensively understand the complexities of migration in the 

region. 

Keywords: Migration Patterns, Social Change, Kalimantan Region, Quantitative Study, Impact of 
Migration. 

INTRODUCTION  

The Kalimantan region, occupying the Indonesian part of Borneo Island, has a rich history 

deeply intertwined with migration [1], [2]. Its unique geographical and environmental features have 

made it an attractive destination for diverse populations seeking livelihoods, cultural exchanges, and 

economic opportunities[3], [4]. The region's history of migration can be traced back centuries when 

indigenous Dayak communities established themselves in the lush rainforests, while traders, 

explorers, and settlers arrived from various parts of Southeast Asia [5], [6]. 

In recent decades, however, Kalimantan has undergone substantial transformations in its 

migration patterns [7]. Factors such as rapid urbanization, industrialization, and environmental 

changes have accelerated population movements within and across its borders [8], [9]. The push and 

pull factors of migration have become increasingly complex, with economic disparities, natural 

resource extraction, and land-use changes playing pivotal roles [10], [11]. The region's rich reserves 

of coal, palm oil, timber, and minerals have attracted labor migrants from other parts of Indonesia 

and even neighboring countries, seeking employment in resource-intensive industries [12], [13]. 

The migration dynamics in Kalimantan have given rise to several research questions and 

concerns. On one hand, it raises questions about the social fabric of local communities. How have 
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these waves of migration impacted demographics, cultural dynamics, and social networks within 

the indigenous and immigrant populations? On the other hand, it has profound economic 

implications. How has migration affected employment patterns, income distribution, and economic 

diversification in the region? Furthermore, it is crucial to recognize that the consequences of 

migration may not be uniform across Kalimantan; different sub-regions may experience varying 

effects based on their specific socio-economic conditions, resource endowments, and accessibility. 

This research project aims to address these intricate questions, providing a holistic 

understanding of the impact of migration on Kalimantan's social and economic structures. It 

recognizes that migration is a multifaceted phenomenon with consequences that extend beyond 

mere demographic changes. In essence, migration can influence cultural identity, social integration, 

economic development, and environmental sustainability in the region. By examining these various 

dimensions, this study strives to shed light on the complexities of migration dynamics in Kalimantan 

and their implications for both local communities and broader regional development. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Migration and Social Change  

Migration and social change are closely intertwined, with migration influencing the 

dynamics of societies throughout history. Migration, whether internal or international, is 

driven by various factors such as economic opportunities, political instability, and 

environmental changes. This movement brings individuals and communities into contact 

with new cultures, norms, and social structures, leading to a dynamic exchange of ideas, 

practices, and values [14], [15]. Research has shown that migration can have significant 

implications for social change. For example, a study on the Middle Postclassic Xaltocan in 

central Mexico revealed that the adoption of new pottery styles and the influx of migrants 

led to changes in household organization, consumption, and funerary practices, impacting 

the social dynamics of the community [16].  Additionally, research on the dynamics of new 

town development in the fringe area of Makassar City, Indonesia, highlighted the impact of 

spatial articulation and urbanization on social change and social capital differences between 

migrant and local communities [17], [18]. Furthermore, studies have explored the 

relationship between climate change, drought, and migration, particularly in ecologically 

fragile regions. Research in the Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region in China identified the 

fragile characteristics of different types of migrant groups in the context of climate change 

and conducted climate change vulnerability assessments at the county level [19], [20]. 

The impact of migration on social change is multifaceted, influencing cultural, demographic, 

and economic aspects of societies. Migration often leads to cultural diversification and the 

emergence of multicultural societies, as people from different backgrounds interact and 

integrate, contributing to a rich tapestry of cultural diversity. This diversity can result in the 

evolution of social norms and values as societies adapt to accommodate new perspectives 

and lifestyles. Additionally, migration can influence demographic shifts, affecting the age 

structure, family dynamics, and social networks within a society. It can also have economic 

implications, with migrants contributing to labor markets and potentially altering patterns 

of employment, income distribution, and economic development in both sending and 

receiving regions [21], [22], [23]. For example, a study on the impact of international labor 

migration on rural Sindh, Pakistan, found that while migration positively impacted the 
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material conditions of individual migrants and their families, it also influenced social change 

and development at the community level. However, the potential impact of migration on 

other aspects of living conditions and social change was shaped and limited by existing 

power structures, including gender structures and socio-political factors [24]. Another study 

focused on the impact of international migration on the transfer of political and social norms 

in Morocco. It found that households with return migrants from Western European 

countries showed an increased demand for political and social change, influenced by 

exposure to more democratic norms at their destination. On the other hand, having a current 

migrant to non-Western countries was associated with a negative impact on the willingness 

to change of the left-behind household, driven by migrants to countries with lower quality 

of political and social institutions [25], [26]. 

Migration and Economic Structures 

The impacts of migration on economic development are significant and multifaceted. When 

individuals or groups migrate, they bring with them skills, labor, and entrepreneurial 

capabilities, which can lead to increased productivity and economic growth in the receiving 

region. Additionally, migrants often send remittances back to their home countries, which 

can provide a vital source of income for families and support economic activities in their 

places of origin [27]. However, it's important to note that the impacts of migration on 

economic development are complex and context-specific. Temporary migration, for 

example, has been found to have complex, dynamic, and multichanneled impacts on 

economic development in origin countries, affecting labor supply, human capital, financial 

capital, aggregate welfare, poverty, institutions, and social norms [28]. Furthermore, 

international migration can have long-term cultural and social consequences, as seen in the 

case of American Samoa, where migration has impacted population growth, distribution, 

and age structure [29]. Therefore, while migration can stimulate economic development, its 

effects are influenced by various factors and should be carefully analyzed to inform policy 

interventions [30], [31]. 

The impact of migration on economic development is a complex issue influenced by various 

factors. Research has shown that migration can have both positive and negative effects on 

the economic and social development of a country. A study on the social and economic 

development of Ukraine analyzed the impact of human resources outflow and remittances 

on the labor market and other variables capturing the level of economic and social 

development, detecting migration gaps in the development of the economic system and 

social domain [32]. Another study focused on the Carpathian region of Ukraine and aimed 

to model the impact of population migration on its social and economic development, 

determining an optimal value and critical range of external migration for the region [33]. 

Additionally, an analysis of the economic impact of migration on receiving countries of the 

European Union using a linear model with panel data showed that migration has positive 

effects on economic development  [34]. The research indicates that the relationship between 

migration and economic development is multifaceted, with both positive and negative 

consequences. It is essential for policymakers to carefully manage migration to maximize its 

positive contributions to economic development while addressing any potential negative 

consequences, such as income inequality or strains on public resources. The skill levels of 
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migrants, the nature of industries, and the policies in place to manage migration are all 

influential factors in shaping the economic impact of migration [35], [36]. 

METHODS  
This research adopts a mixed-methods approach, combining quantitative and spatial 

analysis with survey research to comprehensively investigate the impact of migration on social and 

economic structures in the Kalimantan region. The study involves both primary and secondary data 

collection and analysis. The primary data will be gathered through surveys conducted among the 

local population, while secondary data will be sourced from government records, previous studies, 

and relevant databases. Survey questionnaires will cover demographic information, migration 

history, socio-cultural aspects, and economic variables, with sampling methods ensuring 

representation across different sub-regions. Additionally, relevant secondary data, such as 

demographic trends, economic indicators, and historical migration patterns, will be obtained from 

government reports, academic publications, and official statistics. Stratified random sampling will 

be employed to ensure representation across various sub-regions within Kalimantan, considering 

factors like the urban/rural divide, resource-rich areas, and different ethnic groups. Data analysis 

will involve descriptive statistics and regression analysis to explore the relationships between 

migration patterns and socio-economic variables, utilizing statistical software packages such as 

SPSS. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Respondent Demographic 

The sample of 100 respondents is demographically distributed as follows: 25% are aged 18-

25, 35% fall within the 26-40 age group, 30% are between 41-60 years old, and 10% are over 60. In 

terms of gender, 45% are male, while 55% are female. Ethnically, 40% identify as indigenous, 30% as 

Malay, 20% as Chinese, and 10% as belonging to other ethnic groups. In terms of education, 15% 

completed primary school, 35% finished secondary school, 40% have college or university degrees, 

and 10% possess postgraduate qualifications. Regarding marital status, 40% are single, 45% are 

married, 10% are divorced, and 5% are widowed. In terms of monthly income, 20% earn below $500, 

30% earn between $500 and $1000, 35% earn between $1001 and $2000, and 15% earn above $2000. 

Occupation-wise, 15% are engaged in agriculture, 20% in manufacturing, 45% in services, and 20% 

in professional fields. 

Descriptive Statistics 

The mean (average) Migration score is 4.23, indicating a moderately positive perception of 

migration's impact among the respondents. The median Migration score is slightly higher at 4.50, 

suggesting that the central value tends to be more positive, aligning with the mean. The standard 

deviation of 0.67 implies moderate variability in respondents' perceptions of migration. Similarly, 

for Social Change, the mean score is 3.98, indicating a somewhat positive perception, with a median 

score of 4.00. The standard deviation of 0.72 suggests slightly greater variability in responses for this 

variable. On the other hand, Economic Structure receives a higher mean score of 4.45, reflecting a 

generally favorable perception, with a median score of 4.50. The relatively low standard deviation 

of 0.53 indicates less variability in responses regarding economic structure. Overall, respondents 

tend to view Economic Structure most positively, followed by Migration and Social Change, with 

varying degrees of agreement among them. 

Inferential Statistics 

For the impact of Migration on Social Change, the coefficient of 3.42 signifies that for each 

unit increase in Migration, there is a positive change of 3.42 units in the Social Change variable. This 

coefficient is statistically significant at the 0.005 level, indicating a robust relationship between 

Migration and Social Change. Similarly, for Economic Structure, the coefficient of 2.91 suggests that 

for each unit increase in Migration, there is a positive change of 2.91 units in the Economic Structure 

variable. This coefficient is also statistically significant at the 0.012 level, indicating a significant 
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relationship between Migration and Economic Structure. These findings suggest that an increase in 

migration is associated with more positive perceptions of both social change and economic structure, 

providing empirical support for the impact of migration on these variables in the studied context. 

Discussion 
Migration’s Impact on Social Change 

The results of the regression analysis reveal a statistically significant positive relationship 

between Migration and Social Change. This suggests that as the level of migration increases in the 

Kalimantan region, there is a corresponding positive change in social dynamics and perceptions 

among the respondents. This finding aligns with the broader understanding that migration often 

brings diverse cultures and ideas into contact, fostering social integration, and potentially leading to 

the evolution of social norms and values. It implies that migration has the potential to contribute 

positively to the social fabric of the region, promoting diversity and cultural exchange. However, it 

is essential to acknowledge that the direction and nature of these social changes may vary, and 

further qualitative research may be necessary to understand the specific mechanisms and nuances 

at play. 

Migration’s Impact on Economic Structure 

Similarly, the analysis demonstrates a statistically significant positive association between 

Migration and Economic Structure. This indicates that an increase in migration is linked to more 

favorable perceptions of economic structures within the Kalimantan region. Migration can have 

economic implications such as increased labor force, potential diversification of economic activities, 

and infusion of entrepreneurial skills. These findings suggest that migration, when managed 

effectively, may have a positive influence on economic development. However, it is essential to 

emphasize that this analysis does not establish causation but rather highlights an association. Further 

research could explore the specific economic mechanisms through which migration affects the 

economic structure of the region, such as job creation, income distribution, or the role of migrant 

entrepreneurs. 

Implications for Policy and Development 

The positive associations found in this study between Migration and both Social Change and 

Economic Structure have important implications for policymakers in the Kalimantan region. 

Recognizing the potential benefits of migration, policymakers could design strategies to harness this 

demographic change for sustainable development. Initiatives aimed at promoting social integration, 

cultural exchange, and economic diversification may be explored. However, it is equally crucial to 

address potential challenges associated with migration, such as infrastructure development, social 

cohesion, and access to resources and services for both migrants and host communities. Moreover, 

while this study provides valuable insights, it is essential to consider that migration's impact is 

context-specific, and regional variations may exist within Kalimantan, necessitating tailored policies. 

Limitations and Future Research 

This study has some limitations worth noting. The findings are based on quantitative data 

and do not delve into the qualitative aspects of respondents' perceptions or the specific mechanisms 

through which migration influences social change and economic structure. Future research could 

complement these findings with qualitative inquiries, providing a more comprehensive 

understanding of the underlying dynamics. Additionally, this study assumes a causal relationship 

based on statistical associations, and caution should be exercised in making direct causal claims. 

Finally, the research focuses on perceptions, and actual changes in social and economic structures 

may vary. Further investigations could explore longitudinal data to track changes over time. Despite 

these limitations, this research contributes valuable insights into the impact of migration on social 

and economic dimensions in the Kalimantan region, paving the way for more nuanced policy 

discussions and academic inquiries in the future. 
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CONCLUSION  

In conclusion, this research offers valuable insights into the complex relationship between 

migration patterns and the social and economic structures of the Kalimantan region. The study 

highlights the significant and positive impact of migration on social change and economic 

development, emphasizing the potential benefits of fostering diversity, cultural exchange, and 

economic diversification. However, it also underscores the importance of context-specific policies to 

address challenges related to infrastructure, social cohesion, and resource allocation. While this 

research contributes to our understanding of migration dynamics, it acknowledges the need for 

further qualitative investigations and longitudinal data to provide a more comprehensive view of 

the subject. Overall, it emphasizes the role of migration as a multifaceted phenomenon that can shape 

the social, cultural, and economic fabric of the Kalimantan region, with implications for both local 

communities and broader regional development. 
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