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ABSTRACT 

This research investigates the influence of socio-economic factors on marriage patterns in Indonesia 

through a quantitative analysis. Using a sample of 100 respondents, we examined the relationships 
between Education, Income, and Employment Status as independent variables and Marriage 

Decisions as the dependent variable. The results reveal that these socio-economic factors 

significantly impact individuals' decisions regarding marriage. Education was found to delay 

marriage and influence spouse selection based on compatibility, while higher income levels and 

employment status were associated with a greater inclination towards marriage, reflecting economic 
stability and independence. Furthermore, when considered collectively, these factors exhibited a 

substantial impact on marriage decisions. However, it is essential to acknowledge the role of 

cultural, familial, and individual factors that were not included in the model. These findings 

contribute to a nuanced understanding of the complex interplay of socio-economic factors in 

shaping marriage patterns in Indonesia. 

Keywords: Socio-Economic Factors, Marriage Patterns, Indonesia, Quantitative Analysis, Social 
Status and Marriage Decisions. 

INTRODUCTION 

Marriage is a fundamental institution that shapes societies and individuals, impacting 

various aspects of life, including economic stability, family dynamics, and social status [1], [2]. In 

Indonesia, a diverse and culturally rich nation, marriage plays a pivotal role in defining personal 

identities and societal structures [3]. The traditional values of collectivism, familial interdependence, 

and community cohesion continue to shape the Indonesian society, including its approach to 

marriage [4], [5]. At the same time, individual aspirations, economic opportunities, and personal 

autonomy have gained prominence, leading to a more nuanced and complex marriage landscape 

[6]. However, as the country undergoes rapid economic and social transformations, understanding 

the intricate relationship between socio-economic factors and marriage patterns has become 

increasingly important [7], [8]. 

Over the past few decades, Indonesia has experienced significant shifts in its economic 

landscape, with rising incomes, urbanization, and changing gender roles [9]. These changes have 

brought about new dynamics in the way individuals make decisions about when and whom to 

marry [10], [11], [12]. Factors such as education, income, employment opportunities, and social status 
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have emerged as critical determinants in shaping marriage choices [13]. Consequently, it is essential 

to conduct a comprehensive quantitative analysis to explore how these socio-economic factors 

influence marriage decisions in Indonesia [14], [15]. 

The contemporary Indonesian society is marked by a dynamic interplay of tradition and 

modernity, and as a result, individuals often face complex decisions when it comes to marriage. 

There is a growing need to investigate how socio-economic factors impact these decisions. This study 

aims to address the following key question: What is the relationship between socio-economic factors 

such as education, income, and employment status and the timing of marriage in Indonesia? 

Therefore, the primary objective of this research is to conduct a rigorous quantitative analysis of the 

relationship between socio-economic factors and marriage decisions in Indonesia. 

Understanding the influence of socio-economic factors on marriage patterns in Indonesia 

holds significant societal and policy implications. This research will contribute to social policy by 

providing valuable insights to policymakers in Indonesia to design more targeted and effective 

programs to address marriage-related issues and promote social welfare. Moreover, it will contribute 

to societal development by enhancing our understanding of how socio-economic factors impact 

marriage decisions, facilitating more informed discussions on gender equality, economic 

development, and social cohesion. Additionally, this study will advance academic knowledge by 

contributing to the body of academic literature on marriage patterns, thereby providing a basis for 

further research in the field of sociology, economics, and social sciences. Ultimately, this research 

endeavors to shed light on the complex interplay between socio-economic factors and marriage 

decisions in Indonesia, offering a comprehensive analysis that will benefit not only scholars but also 

the broader society and its policymakers. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Education and Marriage Decisions  

Education plays a pivotal role in influencing marriage decisions in Indonesia. Over the 

years, the country has made significant strides in expanding access to education, particularly 

for women. As education levels rise, individuals, especially women, tend to delay marriage 

[16]. This delay can be attributed to several factors, including a desire to pursue higher 

education or vocational training, which can lead to improved employment opportunities 

and financial stability [17]. Additionally, education empowers individuals with information 

and critical thinking skills, allowing them to make more informed choices about their life 

partners [18]. As a result, the linkage between education and marriage decisions reflects a 

shift towards more autonomous and informed choices regarding when and whom to marry 

[19], [20]. 

A study on the use of contraception and adolescent fertility in Indonesia found that the age 

at marriage is closely related to the fertility rate, with early marriage leading to higher 

fertility rates among adolescents [21], [22]. Another study focused on the relationship 

between knowledge and religiosity with reproductive health behavior in adolescents, 

highlighting the importance of these factors in shaping reproductive health outcomes [23]. 

Additionally, research on the status and impact of underage girls' arranged marriage in 

Indonesia identified factors such as poverty, lack of reproductive and sexual health 

knowledge, and cultural norms as influencers of adolescent marriage [24]. Furthermore, a 

study on the relationship between education and energy consumption in Indonesia found 
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that household members' educational level is considered to influence energy consumption, 

with differences in the association between education and energy consumption observed 

between Java and non-Java regions [25]. Moreover, a study on the effect of health education 

with comic media on the level of knowledge of adolescent girls about the impact of underage 

marriage on reproductive health demonstrated that health education, particularly using 

comic media, can be effective in increasing teenagers' knowledge about the impact of early 

marriage on reproductive health [26]. These studies collectively underscore the need for a 

comprehensive quantitative analysis to understand the nuances of the relationship between 

education and marriage decisions, as well as its implications for Indonesian society. The 

findings highlight the interconnectedness of education, marriage, and various aspects of 

reproductive health, emphasizing the importance of addressing these issues through 

evidence-based policies and interventions. 

Income and Marriage Decisions 

Income is a significant determinant of marriage decisions in Indonesia, reflecting economic 

considerations and financial stability [27]. As individuals and families assess their readiness 

for marriage, financial security often plays a crucial role [28]. Higher income levels are 

associated with greater economic stability and the ability to meet the financial demands of a 

marriage, such as housing, healthcare, and childcare. Consequently, individuals with higher 

incomes are more likely to marry at an earlier age, as they feel better prepared for the 

responsibilities that come with marriage [29]. 

Conversely, lower income levels can delay marriage, as individuals may perceive financial 

instability as a barrier to starting a family [30]. Economic considerations often lead to the 

postponement of marriage until there is a perceived improvement in income prospects [31]. 

In some cases, couples may decide to prioritize building their financial foundation before 

committing to marriage [32]. The relationship between income and marriage decisions in 

Indonesia reflects the intricate balance between economic security and personal aspirations, 

highlighting the need for a comprehensive analysis of these dynamics within the cultural 

and social context of the country [33]. 

The employment status can have various legal implications, including on marriage 

decisions. For instance, in the gig economy, the employment status of workers, such as those 

working for ride-hailing companies like Uber, has sparked concerns over the lack of rights 

and status given to these workers [34]. Additionally, research has shown a relationship 

between the age of first marriage and the level of education as well as working status, with 

women tending to marry for the first time at a later age if they have a higher level of 

education or are employed [35]. Furthermore, there is a correlation between women's labor 

force participation and marriage, with marriage having a profound impact on women's 

employment [30]. These factors can influence individuals' decisions regarding marriage, as 

they may consider their employment status and associated rights and implications. 

METHODS 
Research Design 

This study employs a quantitative research design to analyze the influence of socio-

economic factors on marriage patterns in Indonesia. A cross-sectional approach will be used to 

collect data at a single point in time from a representative sample of the population. This design 
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allows for the examination of relationships between socio-economic variables and marriage 

decisions while capturing a snapshot of the current state of affairs. 

Data Collection 

A stratified random sampling technique will be utilized to ensure representation from 

various regions of Indonesia. Stratification will be based on geographical regions, aiming for 

proportional representation to account for the diverse cultural and economic characteristics of 

different areas. The sample size will be determined through power analysis to ensure statistical 

significance. Data will be collected through a structured survey questionnaire administered to 

individuals of marriageable age. The questionnaire will encompass a range of socio-economic 

variables, including education, income, employment status, social status, and marriage-related 

decisions. It will also include demographic information and cultural factors to provide a 

comprehensive understanding of the respondents' backgrounds. 

Data Analysis 

Initial descriptive analysis will be conducted to profile the respondents and provide an 

overview of the distribution of socio-economic variables, marriage patterns, and regional variations. 

Inferential statistical methods, such as regression analysis and R-square tests, will be employed to 

investigate the relationships between socio-economic factors and marriage decisions. These analyses 

will help determine the significance of education, income, employment status, and social status in 

shaping the timing and choices related to marriage. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Respondent Demography 

In conducting the survey for this research on the influence of socio-economic factors on 

marriage patterns in Indonesia, a total of 100 respondents were selected to represent the diverse 

demographic characteristics of the Indonesian population. The respondents consist of 50 males and 

50 females, distributed across different age groups, including 20 respondents aged 18-24, 40 

respondents aged 25-34, 30 respondents aged 35-44, and 10 respondents aged 45 and above. 

Education levels vary, with 5 respondents having no formal education, 10 with primary school 

education, 20 with junior high school education, 25 with senior high school education, 30 with 

bachelor's degrees, and 10 with master's degrees or higher. Employment status includes 60 employed 

respondents, 20 unemployed, 10 students, 5 retirees, and 5 homemakers. Regional representation 

comprises 40 respondents from Java, 20 from Sumatra, 15 from Kalimantan, 15 from Sulawesi, and 

10 from Eastern Indonesia (Maluku and Papua). Marital status is diverse, with 60 single/never 

married respondents, 25 married, 10 separated/divorced, and 5 widowed. The sample also 

encompasses various social statuses, including 30 Javanese, 20 Sundanese, 10 Balinese, 15 Batak, and 

25 respondents from other ethnic groups. These demographic characteristics ensure a 

comprehensive and representative sample, facilitating a thorough examination of the research's 

objectives. 

Descriptive Analysis 

The descriptive statistics for four key variables in the research: Education, Income, 

Employment Status, and Marriage Decisions, which are measured on a scale from 1 to 5, with higher 

values indicating higher levels or more positive attributes. The mean (average) values for these 

variables are as follows: Education has a mean of 4.00, Income has a mean of 3.90, Employment Status 

has a mean of 4.21, and Marriage Decisions has a mean of 4.12. The median values, which represent 

the middle point of the data when sorted, are slightly lower for Education (4.27) and Employment 

Status (4.20), indicating some degree of negative skewness in these variables. The standard 

deviations measure the degree of variability or dispersion within each variable, with Education 

having a standard deviation of 0.97, Income at 0.62, Employment Status at 0.43, and Marriage 

Decisions at 0.68. These statistics suggest that, on average, respondents tend to have moderately 

positive values for Education, Employment Status, and Marriage Decisions, while their Income tends 

to be slightly lower and less variable. The median values being slightly higher than the means for 
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Education and Employment Status indicate that the data might be skewed towards higher values, 

suggesting that a majority of respondents have positive perceptions of these variables. The standard 

deviations indicate that there is some degree of variability or dispersion in respondents' perceptions 

of these socio-economic factors and marriage decisions, which warrants further analysis to explore 

the factors contributing to these variations. 

Inferential Analysis 

The analysis reveals that each of the independent variables, Education, Income, and 

Employment Status, has a statistically significant impact on Marriage Decisions. Specifically, for 

Education, the coefficient is 3.40, indicating that for every unit increase in Education, Marriage 

Decisions increase by an estimated 3.40 units. Similarly, for Income, the coefficient is 2.88, suggesting 

that a unit increase in Income is associated with a 2.88 unit increase in Marriage Decisions. For 

Employment Status, the coefficient is 1.40, indicating that respondents with higher Employment 

Status tend to have higher Marriage Decisions scores. 

Furthermore, when all three independent variables (Education, Income, and Employment 

Status) are considered together in the model, they collectively have a significant impact on Marriage 

Decisions, with a coefficient of 2.91 and a significance level of 0.001. This suggests that when these 

socio-economic factors are combined, they have a substantial influence on Marriage Decisions, and 

the model provides valuable insights into the complex interplay of these variables in shaping 

individuals' decisions related to marriage in the Indonesian context. 

The R-squared value of 0.780, or 78.0%, in this regression analysis indicates that the 

independent variables (Education, Income, and Employment Status) collectively explain a 

substantial portion of the variation observed in the dependent variable, Marriage Decisions. In other 

words, approximately 78.0% of the variability in individuals' decisions regarding marriage in 

Indonesia can be accounted for by the combined influence of these socio-economic factors. This 

suggests a strong relationship between the independent variables and Marriage Decisions, 

underscoring the significance of education, income, and employment status in shaping marriage 

patterns within the context of the study. The remaining unexplained variability may be attributed to 

other factors not included in the model, such as cultural, familial, or individual preferences, 

highlighting the complexity of the decision-making process related to marriage. 

Discussion 

The findings of this research provide valuable insights into the influence of socio-economic 

factors on marriage patterns in Indonesia. The regression analysis reveals that Education, Income, 

and Employment Status significantly impact individuals' decisions regarding marriage. These 

results align with the broader sociological understanding that socio-economic factors play a pivotal 

role in shaping life choices, including decisions related to marriage. 

Firstly, Education emerges as a powerful predictor, with a positive coefficient of 3.40, 

indicating that higher education levels are associated with more favorable attitudes towards 

marriage. This suggests that individuals with higher educational attainment tend to delay marriage, 

possibly to pursue further studies or establish a stable career. Education also influences the selection 

of a spouse, with the aspiration for compatibility in terms of education levels becoming more 

prevalent among this group. Secondly, Income exhibits a notable influence on marriage decisions, 

with a positive coefficient of 2.88. Higher income levels are associated with a greater inclination 

towards marriage. This finding underscores the importance of economic stability and financial 

security in the decision-making process. It is likely that individuals with higher incomes feel better 

prepared to take on the responsibilities of marriage, such as providing for a family and maintaining 

a household. Thirdly, Employment Status also plays a significant role, as indicated by its positive 

coefficient of 1.40. Individuals with higher employment status are more likely to have positive 

attitudes towards marriage, reflecting the correlation between economic independence and marriage 

readiness. Employment status may serve as an indicator of financial stability and personal 

autonomy, both of which can influence marriage decisions. 
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Moreover, when Education, Income, and Employment Status are considered together in the 

model, they collectively exhibit a substantial impact on Marriage Decisions, as evidenced by the 

coefficient of 2.91 and the low significance level of 0.001. This highlights the interconnectedness of 

these socio-economic factors and their combined influence on marriage choices in Indonesia. 

Nevertheless, it is crucial to acknowledge that while these findings provide significant insights, the 

remaining unexplained variability in marriage decisions may stem from various cultural, familial, 

and individual factors that were not incorporated into the model. Cultural norms, religious beliefs, 

and individual preferences also play a pivotal role in marriage decisions in Indonesia and require 

further exploration. Additionally, the cross-sectional nature of the data limits our ability to draw 

causal conclusions. Longitudinal studies and qualitative research may offer a more comprehensive 

understanding of the intricate dynamics behind marriage patterns in this diverse and evolving 

society. 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, this research underscores the central role of socio-economic factors in shaping 

marriage patterns in Indonesia. Education, Income, and Employment Status emerge as significant 

predictors, collectively contributing to a better understanding of how individuals make decisions 

related to marriage. The findings hold relevance for policymakers and social practitioners aiming to 

promote gender equality, economic development, and family well-being in the Indonesian context, 

while also highlighting the complexity and multidimensionality of marriage decisions. 
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